Most assuredly the latter is the only means by which the full benefits of radio-diagnosis can be attained. As a concrete example of this, radio-pelvimetry might be quoted.
Unfortunately this tendency towards extreme specialisation is accompanied by an increasing dissociation and lack of intercommunication between those engaged in the various branches, which, vvhen taken together, go to make up the whole domain of medicine and surgery. Radiography is of fairly recent origin, and its divergence from the mother subjects is perhaps the more conspicuous ?n that account.
In fact, we are at a critical point in its history, and it must soon be settled what the true position of the radiographer really ls in relation to diagnosis. Is he to be merely an expert X-ray Photographer, whose duty is at an end after he has furnished the Physician or surgeon with the finished negative, or must he be at ?nce an anatomist, a pathologist, and a radiographer, capable of assisting his colleagues in diagnosis ? Most assuredly the latter is the only means by which the full benefits of radio-diagnosis can be attained. As a concrete example of this, radio-pelvimetry might be quoted.
The Maternity Hospital staff are now sending some of their Patients to the radiographer for measurements of the internal diameter of the pelvis. These radiographs are taken under certain anatomical and mathematical conditions. Now, any such radiograph is of no value to the obstetrician, even although he may possess an X-ray pelvimeter or skiameter, because he has not the necessary anatomical and mathematical data to enable him to apply the radiograph to the pelvimeter. In other words, he does not know the exact conditions under which cythaemia " published by him (Medico-Chirurg. Trans., London, 83, 1900, p-185 For example, in the case of an enlarged heart, the X-ray photograph as a rule gives the physician very little information coinpared with the information he can get by going down and seeing the shadow on the screen, by getting the patient to move into various positions, and seeing the actual shadow of the aorta, heart, or lung, when the patient is seen in different positions.
Mr J. W. Struthers said he had recently spent a good deal of time in the X-ray Department, and he thought with mutual benefit both to the radiographers and himself. He was impressed by how little co-operation there had been in the past?patients are sent down repeatedly without any information to the radiographer, and the radiographer comes in for a little criticism which is not altogether justifiable. Another point is that none of them are half enough educated in the interpretation of X-ray photographs. A student goes out almost quite ignorant! With regard to the interpretation of the cervical rib cases, the mistake in interpretation was in all probability due to imperfect anatomy. Mr M'Kendrick has the qualifications of an anatomist, radiographer, and X-ray photographer, and had put in a plea for such, still the practical point is to produce a perfect photograph and then, in the majority of cases, the interpretation will be fairly easy. 
